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YOU HAVE THE ASSIGNMENT 

NOW WHAT?



What can you have ready BEFORE the assignment? 

What can you get ready once you GET the assignment? 

What can you do once you ARRIVE on location?

PREPARATION

Key questions to ask:



BEFORE 
YOU HAVE THE ASSIGNMENT 



ESSENTIALS: THE GO BAG

▸ Keep a go bag ready and 
always keep it 
accessible.  

▸ Make sure your bags are 
carry-on sized and pack 
them with essentials for 
any story.  

▸ If you have to check a 
bag, prioritize what 
comes on-board with you





ABC IN THE GALAPAGOS



ABC IN THE GALAPAGOSABC IN THE GALAPAGOS



PELICAN CASES

Critical for any camera 
gear you may need to 

check. Virtually 
indestructible.





THE GO BAG: CLOTHING

▸ Keep a week’s worth 
of all-weather, 
comfortable clothing.  

▸ Pack in layers. 
Versatility is key.  

▸ Lightweight long 
shirts, polos, jeans, 
chinos. One pair of 
waterproof, sneaker-
style shoes. 



THE GO BAG: JACKETS

Wear them — or find lightweight solutions — to save space 



THE GO BAG: SUPPLIES
▸ Toiletries 

▸ Prescriptions 

▸ Medicines 
(Airborne, Zicam, 
Dayquil, Advil, 
Zyrtec, Pepto, 
Imodium) 

▸ First Aid Kit 

▸ (Epipen)

▸ Notepads 

▸ Pencils, pens, 
highlighters & 
Sharpies (all of them) 

▸ Business Cards 

▸ Umbrella 

▸ Ziploc Bags 

▸ Flashlight 



THE GO BAG: PRO TIPS

▸ Baby Wipes 

▸ Ziploc Space 
Bags 

▸ Gaffer’s Tape 

▸ Disposable 
Ponchos 

▸ Headlamp 



THE GO BAG: FOOD

▸ Water Purification 
Tablets 

▸ Power Bars 

▸ Coffee



THE GO BAG: TECHNOLOGY
Must-Haves: 

▸ Chargers (try for two options for every device) 

▸ Portable batteries 

▸ Cords/chargers — microUSB and Lightning (iPhone) 

▸ Car charger (multi-input) 

▸ Headphones and splitter 

▸ Thumb drives, SD Cards, Card Reader 



THE GO BAG: POWER

Power inverters turn your car into a mobile office 



THE GO BAG: POWER

Hotels never have enough outlets. Pack a power strip 
or surge protector to charge all your devices 



THE GO BAG: POWER

Get a universal international power adaptor 



THE GO BAG: POWER

You can never have enough options. Never. 



THE GO BAG: MIFI

Also known as a mobile hotspot. A game-changer 
for Internet connectivity



COMMUNICATION IS EVERYTHING



ADVANCED OPTIONS: EXTRA PHONES

▸ Think about getting 
multiple phones 

▸ Sign up with different 
carriers 

▸ Get unlocked phones 

▸ Consider carrying 
burner phones



WHEN CELLULAR FAILS



ADVANCED OPTIONS: SATELLITE PHONES



ADVANCED OPTIONS: SATELLITE PHONES



ADVANCED OPTIONS: BGANS



ADVANCED OPTIONS: BGANS



ABC NEWS IN HAITI





NBC NEWS IN HAITI



ABC NEWS IN HAITI



ONCE 
YOU HAVE THE ASSIGNMENT 



Be aware of any safety concerns: 

Political Instability / Violence 

Health Considerations / Vaccinations, Diseases, Water 

Current Events 

History / Cultural Considerations

DO YOUR HOMEWORK | ASSESS SECURITY



Reliable sources of information (a starting point) 

Political Instability: U.S. Dept of State Travel Warnings 

Health: CDC Travelers’ Health | Destinations 

History/Culture: CIA World Factbook, Travel Guides 

Current Events: News Searches (Quick Nexis Search) 

FOREIGN ASSIGNMENTS | SOURCES



LOGISTICS | QUESTIONS TO ASK

▸ Travel: how am I going to get there? 

▸ How do I find a fixer?  

▸ What kind of logistical hurdles can I anticipate? (power, 
comms, cash credit, workspace, housing, transportation, 
food/water, etc) 

▸ In other words: what could go wrong? (Something 
inevitably will) Have an emergency plan. 

▸ Am I ready?



FIRST AID | CPR



HAZARDOUS ENVIRONMENT | TRAINING



Do as much in advance as you can. 

▸ Set up a list of Twitter users to follow. 

▸ Contacts: think about experts and sources. If you have time, 
find their contact info before you go. 

▸ News: print wire copy, background, and features.  

▸ Program key contacts in your phone and news radio stations 
into your car radio. 

READ IN | STAY INFORMED



ONCE 
YOU ARRIVE 



ON THE GROUND: HOW TO GET STARTED

*FOLLOW THE HERD THEN BREAK AWAY 
*ALWAYS USE YOUR REPORTING SKILLS 
*LOOK FOR ANGELS & RABBIS 
*REMEMBER: THIS IS NOT YOUR PLACE 
* BE NICE. TO EVERYONE 



GENERAL PRINCIPLES: RULES TO LIVE BY

*ANTICIPATE THE UNEXPECTED 
*TIME MOVES FASTER IN THE FIELD 
*REDUNDANCY IS KEY 
*POWER, POWER, POWER! 
*ALWAYS HAVE A BACKUP PLAN 
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